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Summer Reading List 2016 
 Entering Grade Eight 

 
  ALL students must read ONE book from the list below: 

 

 
Agatha Christie   And Then There Were None  
A group of strangers, each with something to hide, is summoned to an island by an eccentric millionaire. The mystery unfolds as 

one by one they begin to die mysteriously.  
  

Pedro de Alcantara   Backtracked 
A fifteen-year-old slacker, living a comfortable life in Brooklyn, plays a dangerous subway prank and falls through a time-travel 

vortex.  He is transported to 5 different time periods in twentieth-century New York City, where he learns firsthand about 

hardship. 
  

Alan Gratz   The Brooklyn Nine  

Told in 9 innings, this is the story of one family who lived in Brooklyn, NY. When the first member of the Schneider family steps 

off the ship from Germany as an immigrant to NYC in 1845, we learn about the power of baseball. That power takes us through 

the years to 2002, always following the Schneider family (who are now known as Snider) in Brooklyn and baseball. This is a 

great book for those who want to learn about famous events in baseball. 

 
Agatha Christie  Death on the Nile  
The murder of a wealthy woman on a Nile River steamship cruise leaves everyone a suspect; only the famous detective Hercule 

Poirot can solve the case.  
  

Cynthia Levinson  We’ve Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March  
Tells the little-known story of the 4,000 black elementary-, middle-, and high school students who voluntarily went to jail in 

Birmingham, Alabama, between May 2 and May 11, 1963. Fulfilling Mahatma Gandhi's and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 

precept to fill the jails, they succeeded where adults had failed in desegregating one of the most racially violent cities in America.  
 

Ken Silverstein   The Radioactive Boy Scout: The True Story of a Boy and His Backyard Nuclear Reactor 
Growing up in suburban Detroit, David Hahn was fascinated by science, and his basement experiments—building homemade 

fireworks, brewing moonshine, and concocting his own self-tanning lotion—were more ambitious than those of other boys. 

While working on his Atomic Energy badge for the Boy Scouts, David’s obsessive attention turned to nuclear energy. Throwing 

caution to the wind, he plunged into a new project: building a nuclear breeder reactor in his backyard garden shed. 
  

Steven Shiekin  Bomb: The Race to Build-and Steal-the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon 
In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to radioactive material, a 

Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and the 

United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy 

lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away at a 

remote site at Los Alamos.  
 
*book descriptions are from amazon.com 
 

 
When they return to school, students will complete an assessment that will count toward their Term 1 grade. More 

information will be distributed during the first week of school. 

Parents are encouraged to review their child’s book choice.  

**It is not required that students purchase copies for summer reading. Students may purchase at a local 

bookstore, borrow from a library, or download to an electronic device. 


